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Speakers’ Biographies 
 

Bambang Susantono, Vice-President for Knowledge Management and Sustainable Development, 

Asian Development Bank 

Mr. Bambang Susantono is the Vice-President for Knowledge Management and Sustainable 

Development of the Asian Development Bank (ADB). He assumed the position in July 2015. Mr. 

Susantono is responsible for management of ADB’s Sustainable Development and Climate Change 

Department, Economic Research and Regional Cooperation Department, and Department of External 

Relations. Prior to this, Mr. Susantono was the Vice-Minister of Indonesia’s Ministry of Transportation 

and Deputy Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development. He has extensive experience 

providing policy advice to government, private sector organizations and international institutions. He 

chaired several research institutes and taught in universities. He was also Commissioner for airline, 

port, telecommunications and media companies. 

 

Andrew Shepherd, Director, Chronic Poverty Advisory Network 

Andrew Shepherd is the Director of CPAN. Andrew has now led the production of three Chronic 

Poverty Reports, and recently also contributed strongly to the IFAD 2011 Rural Poverty Report. 

Previously director of the Chronic Poverty Research Centre, he has also worked on several large 

evaluations of anti-poverty policies and programmes. He has been a director of programmes at ODI 

and was previously a staff member of Unicef in Sudan as well as a lecturer and senior lecturer at 

Birmingham University. His major developing country experiences have been in Ghana, India, Sudan, 

Tanzania and Uganda. 

 

Juzhong Zhuang, Deputy Chief Economist, Asian Development Bank 

Mr. JUZHONG ZHUANG joined Asian Development Bank in 1997, and is currently Deputy Chief 

Economist and Deputy Director General of the Economic Research and Regional Cooperation 

Department. He has written extensively on Asian development, and his latest publications include co-

edited books, Inequality in Asia and the Pacific, published in 2014, and Managing Middle Income 

Transition: The Challenges Facing China, published in 2015. In 1992-1997, he was a Research Officer 

of the Development Economics Research Program at the London School of Economics. He holds a PhD 

in Economics from the University of Manchester. 

 

http://www.ifad.org/rpr2011/
http://www.chronicpoverty.org/
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Charles A. Abugre, Chief Executive Officer, Savannah Accelerated Development Authority (SADA), 

and Commissioner, National Development Planning Commission, Republic of Ghana 

Charles Abugre is a Ghanaian development economist and anti-poverty activist. He is currently the 

CEO of SADA, Regional Development Authority. Charles also a member of Ghana’s National 

Development Planning Commission. For 5 years prior to returning to Ghana, Charles worked from 

Kenya as the Africa Regional Director of the United Nations Millennium Campaign (UNDP).  Charles 

was also the head of policy and advocacy at Christian Aid, initiated and led several NGOs within and 

outside Africa and a development studies lecturer at the University of Wales, Swansea.. He has wide 

experience development policies, programs and planning and written extensively on a wide range of 

issues in development economics.  

 

Shantanu Mukherjee, Team Leader, Report Team Human Development Report Office, UNDP 

Shantanu Mukherjee is a micro-economist and development practitioner.  He currently leads the 

research team in UNDP’s Human Development Report Office, a position he assumed in 2015. Prior to 

this, he was head of UNDP’s MDG team in its development policy bureau. In that capacity, he oversaw 

much of UNDP’s MDG work, including guiding policies and programmes for accelerating progress on 

slow-moving MDGs in a number of countries; national MDG reporting; and global policy engagement.  

His current interests include poverty reduction in the context of sustainable development, social 

inclusion, food security and the measurement of human progress. Some of his more interesting 

country support assignments have been in Lao PDR, Ghana, Jordan, Myanmar, the Pacific Islands, 

Pakistan, the Philippines, Togo, Uganda and Yemen. Prior to joining UNDP, he worked for the Indian 

Government in various capacities in the field and at headquarters.   

Shantanu earned a PhD in economics from Princeton University; and also holds advanced degrees in 

Public Policy and Physics 

 

Margaret Kakande, Ministry of Finance, Uganda 

Margaret Kakande is the Head of the Budget Monitoring and Accountability Unit (BMAU) at the 

Ugandan Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development coordinates the finance ministry’s 

component of a 5 year programme on Gender Equality. She also coordinates the Energy for Rural 

Transformation (ERT) project’s monitoring and evaluation component, under the Ministry of Energy 

and Mineral development. She is also the President of the Uganda Evaluation Association (UEA) which 

seeks to promote the practice, use, quality and ethics of Monitoring and Evaluation in Uganda’s 

development process. Previously, she served the government as a Social Infrastructure Economist, 

Social Policy Advisor attached to the Programme for Poverty Alleviation and Social Costs of 

Adjustment. From 1996 to June 2008, she headed the Poverty Monitoring and Analysis Unit (MFPED). 

 

Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics, Jawaharlal Nehru University and Executive Secretary, 

International Development Economics Associates (IDEAs) 
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Jayati Ghosh is an Indian economist. She is the executive secretary of International Development 

Economics Associates (IDEAs), as well as professor at the Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, 

School of Social Sciences at the Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi, India. Jayati was a member 

of the National Knowledge Commission advising the prime minister of India. She co-founded the 

Economic Research Foundation which is devoted to progressive economic research. She is actively 

involved in several progressive organisations and social movements. Her areas of expertise include 

globalisation, international finance, employment patterns and gender issues. She has received various 

prizes, including the ILO's Decent Work Research Prize, the UNDP Award for excellence in analysis for 

the West Bengal Human Development Report and the Malcolm Adisheshaiah Award for distinguished 

contributions to development studies. 

Jomo Kwame Sundaram, Assistant Director-General and Coordinator for Economic and Social 

Development, Food and Agriculture Organisation  

Jomo Kwame Sundaram is a well-known Malaysian economist and a leading scholar and expert in the 

field of political economy of development in Southeast Asia. He is currently the Assistant Director-

General and Coordinator for Economic and Social Development at the Food and Agriculture Organisation. 

While working for the UN he has focused on forging international consensus for an inclusive, sustained and 

job-rich economy recovery. Since 2006, he has also been Research Coordinator for the G24 

Intergovernmental Group on International Monetary Affairs and Development. Jomo was Founder 

Director of the independent Institute of Social Analysis (1978-2004) and Founder Chair of International 

Development Economics Associates (2001-2004). During the Asian financial crisis in 1997-98, Jomo was 

an early advocate of the appropriate new capital account management measures. In 2007, he was 

awarded the Wassily Leontief Prize for Advancing the Frontiers of Economic Thought. 

 

Luis-Felipe Lopez-Calva, Lead Economist and Regional Poverty Advisor, World Bank 

Luis-Felipe Lopez-Calva is a lead economist on poverty in Latin America and the Caribbean. He has 

been the Lead Economist and Regional Poverty Advisor in the World Bank’s Europe and Central Asia 

region since 2013. Formerly, he was the Lead Economist at the Poverty, Equity and Gender Unit in the 

Bank’s Latin America and Caribbean region. Between 2002 and 2006 he collaborated as Director of 

the Human Development Research Office in Mexico (UNDP-Mexico). Mr. López-Calva has also taught 

at Universidad de la Américas, Puebla and El Colegio de México. He is a Fellow of the Human 

Development and Capabilities Association and is also Associate Editor of the Journal of Human 

Development and Capabilities. 

 

Binayak Sen, Research Director - Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) 

Binayak Sen is a Research Director at the Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies. Since he joined 

the organisation in 1986 he has been involved in projects in the fields of poverty, income inequality 

and human development. In the past, Binayak was a member of the Panel of Economists of the Sixth 

Five Year Plan of Bangladesh (2010-11), Member of the Public Expenditure Review Commission (2002-

04), and Lead Consultant for the preparation of the Interim PRSP (2001-03) Binayak Sen has taken part 

in policy-advising and numerous national committees and has extensive international consulting 

experience working for organisations such as the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, UN-ESCAP, 
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UNDP, DFID and WHO. His major areas of research include inclusive development, chronic poverty, 

social protection and political economy.  

 

 

Harshani Dharmadasa, Programme Manager BRAC, USA 

Harshani Dharmadasa is the programme manager of the BRAC’s Ultra Poor Graduation Initiative. She 

contributes to the development and management of TUP grants and provides technical assistance for 

existing and new clients implementing Graduation programmes. She participated in the creation of 

the Graduation approach toolkit and has experience in managing donors and partner relationships. 

Prior joining BRAC, Harshani was a consultant for UN Women analysing gender inequalities within 

national law and policies regarding health, education and employment in Africa and Asia. Moreover, 

as a research officer for the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health, she has participated in 

missions evaluating the health conditions of vulnerable communities. 

 

Chiara Mariotti, Research Officer, Chronic Poverty Advisory Network 

Chiara Mariotti is a Research Officer for CPAN. She is an economist and one of the co-authors of the 

‘Chronic Poverty Report 2014-2015’. Chiara works on various issues related to chronic poverty, 

including private sector, financial inclusion, social protection, political economy of poverty. Her areas 

of interest include India, Nigeria, East Africa and South-East Asia. 

 

Karin Schelzig, Senior Social Sector Specialist, Sustainable Development and Climate Change 

Department, ADB 

Karin Schelzig is a Senior Social Sector Specialist in ADB's Southeast Asia Human and Social 

Development Division. Since joining ADB in 2004, she has focused on poverty, social 

protection, gender, and education, primarily in Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, and the Philippines. In 

her present role as team leader for the Philippines Social Protection Support Project she supports the 

Pantawid Pamilya conditional cash transfer program and manages one of ADB's largest stand-alone 

social protection investments. She is also working on a new initiative to pilot the graduation approach 

to extreme poverty reduction in the Philippines. Prior to joining ADB, Karin was a poverty specialist at 

Development Alternatives, Inc., where she managed a large research program on pro-poor growth for 

the United States Agency for International Development. Karin holds a PhD in Development Studies 

from the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), UK. 

 

Medhi Krongkaew, Professor, National Institute of Development Administration, Thailand and 

commissioner National Anti-Corruption Commission, Bangkok 

Medhi Krongkaew is one of Thailand’s most respected economist. He currently works as a National 

Anti-Corruption Commissioner. Formerly he was the director of the Institute of East Asian Studies and 

the APEC Study Centre, Thammasat University, Bangkok. He also taught economics at the Faculty of 
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Economics of the same university, specializing in public economics, economic development, and the 

Thai economy. He was also a Senior Fellow in the Division of Economics, Research School of Pacific 

and Asian Studies and has published many articles on a wide range of economic issues in Thailand, 

mainly related to poverty. 

 

Sudarno Sumarto, Policy Adviser, TNP2K and Senior Research Fellow, SMERU Research Institute 

Sudarno Sumarto is Senior Research Fellow at The SMERU Research Institute and Policy Adviser for 

the National Team for the Accelerating Poverty Reduction (TNP2K). His research areas are poverty 

reduction, conflicts, social programmes, and food security, with a special focus on Indonesia. As well 

as conducting research Sudarno worked closely with the Indonesian government and gave advice on 

poverty issues and government poverty alleviation programmes.  

 

Marie Lisa Dacanay, President, Institute for Social Entrepreneurship in Asia (ISEA) 

Marie Lisa Dacanay is the founding President of the Institute for Social Entrepreneurship in Asia, a 

consortium of practitioner organizations and scholars from 9 countries in the region. She is a pioneer 

in social entrepreneurship research and education in Asia and teaches social entrepreneurship courses 

at the Ateneo de Manila University School of Government and Graduate School of Business. 

Through ISEA, she leads research and advocacies for the creation of new benchmarks to enable 

poor and marginalized people to become relevant economic agents. Dr. Dacanay was a co-

convenor and led the research that inspired the setting up of the Poverty Reduction through Social 

Entrepreneurship Coalition in the Philippines in 2012, a lobby advocating policy and political 

environment to support social entrepreneurship. She has extensive experience in development 

management and consulting. 

 

David Henley, Professor of Contemporary Indonesia Studies, University of Leiden 

David Henley is a professor at the University of Leiden. He was the Regional Coordinator responsible 

for the Asian Component of Tracking Development. He has worked as a researcher for the Royal 

Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies. His fields of interest cover politics, 

history and geography of Southeast Asia, particularly Indonesia. He has published on many topics, 

among which nationalism and regionalism, environment, demographic and agricultural history and on 

economic development and finance. More recently he has been working on the comparative 

economic histories of Southeast Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa, and on processes of state formation in 

Southeast Asia 

 

Mama Keita, Economic Affairs Officer, Macroeconomic Policy Division (MPD), UNECA  

Mama Keita joined the Macroeconomic Policy Division of the UNECA as an Economic Affairs Officer in 

2011. She works towards the provision of evidence based advisory services to countries on 

development plans. She also assesses the progress on MDGs in Africa and has been extensively 
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involved in the African consultative process that led to the Post-2015 development agenda. Before 

joining the UNECA, Ms Keita worked on national strategies of poverty reduction and development in 

Guinea with the prime minister’s office and in Burkina Faso with the World Bank and carried out 

various assignment and research as a consultant in the area of development.  

 

Armin Bauer, Principal Economist and Coordinator of Inclusive Business Initiative, Sustainable 

Development and Climate Change Department (SDCC), Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

Armin Bauer has joined the Asian Development Bank in 1995. He is a German development economist 

who previously worked for the German Technical Assistance Agency, the German’s development Bank 

and local NGOs in India. He initiated the ADB’s Inclusive Business Initiative which aims at promoting 

private sector investments, policy work with governments and business and knowledge on inclusive 

business in Asia. He also developed impact evaluations methods to monitor contribution to inclusive 

growth. 

 

Bart W. Édes, Director, Social Development, Governance and Gender Division,  ADB 

Bart W. Édes is the Director of the ADB’s Poverty Reduction, Gender and Social Development Division 

and Chairman of the ADB’s Social Development and poverty Community Practice. Within his division 

he provides policy guidance and technical support on education, gender equity, health, MDGs and 

climate change. In 2004, he led ADB’s Public Communications Policy to set a new global benchmark 

for transparency among international financial institutions. Previously, Bart worked as a journalist, 

policy analyst and specialist on international trade and foreign direct investments. 

 

Rana Hasan, Director, Development Economics and Indicators Division, ADB 

Rana Hasan is the Director of the Development Economics and Indicators Division at the Asian 

Development Bank’s Economic Research and Regional Coordination Department. His research has 

focused on understanding how market-oriented economic reforms affect labor market outcomes and 

industrial performance, and analyses of poverty and inequality in the Asia-Pacific region. He has 

worked previously as Principal Economist in the India Resident Mission of the ADB and Fellow at the 

East-West Center (USA). His research has been published in various journals including the Journal of 

Development Economics, Review of Economics and Statistics, and World Development. He has also 

co-edited two volumes on trade and labor related issues. He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the 

University of Maryland and a Masters’ degree in Economics from the Delhi School of Economics, 

University of Delhi. 

 

 

 


